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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

To the Trustees and Overseers of Bowdoin College:

I have the honor to submit the following report for the

academic year 1949-1950:

I. DE MORTUIS

Adriel Ulmer Bird, of the Class of 1916, Overseer of the

College since 1939, died at his home in Boston, April 15,

1950 in his fifty-seventh year. In his service on the Board

of Overseers he was a member of several important com-

mittees, and particularly interested in the Department of

Music and in athletics. Bowdoin seldom has had a more
generous or more devoted son. He had contributed funds

for chamber music; he helped many boys through college

without letting anyone know of his generous assistance, and
he was never happier than in doing kind deeds for others,

particularly if there was any Bowdoin connection there. At
a meeting in April, a week before his death, the Committee
on Honorary Degrees voted to recommend him for the de-

gree of Master of Arts, honoris causa, for his service to his

College and his community. It is expected that the degree

will be awarded posthumously on Commencement Day.

John Zmachinski, Instructor in Economics, was drowned
in a sailing accident off Mere Point, Saturday, October 22,

1949, in his thirty-ninth year. Although he was with us for

a very short time he made a most favorable impression upon
faculty and students alike by his warmhearted personality

and his friendliness. I remember well his telling me once
that he had two ambitions: one, to be a good economist; the

other, to be a good teacher. He was well on his way toward
both goals when he met his tragic death.
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Class of 1950 Fund-Contributions .... 30.00

Art-William H. Callahan, '11 200.00

Books-James E. Rhodes, 2nd, '97 50.00

Richard A. Rhodes, 2nd, '44 10.00

Fred Anthoensen, H'47 25.00

Sheldon Christian, '37 25.00

Bowdoin MacMillan Expedition

Horace Hildreth, '25 ... 700.00

Charles L. Hildreth, '25 400.00

Harold D. Osgood 1,000.00

German Department—Special Fund
Contributions 93.52

Haldane Gup-Neal W. Allen, '07 40.00

Clement F. Robinson, '03 60.00

Infirmary—Alumni Fund 300.00

Library-W. W. Lawrence, '98 50.00

Library Project

Mr. and Mrs. Percy D. Mitchell 100.00

Library Serials-C. W. Phillips, Jr 8.00

Arthur Stephen Libby Memorial Loan
Fund-Mrs. Arthur S. Libby 1,000.00

New England Society Loan Fund (addition)

New England Society in the City of New York 250.00

Music—Adriel U. Bird Foundation .... 50.00

Robert H. Weatherill, '48 5.00

Special Printing—Fred Anthoensen, H'47 . . 100.00

Forbes Rickard Prize-Kenneth C. M. Sills, '01 10.00

Hawthorne Prize-Robert P. T. Coffin, '15 . . 40.00

Scholarship-Edward L. Shea 575.00

Eck Scholarships—Edith E. Boyer and Charles

E. Eck, '41 500.00

Henry W. & Anna E. Hale Scholarship Fund
(addition) 1,000.00

Returned Scholarships Fund (addition)

Philip D. Crockett, '20 100.00

Special Scholarship—Anonymous 100.00
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Sound System—Alumni Fund 6.25

Sesquicentennial Fund—Contributions . . 364,173.76

Bequests:

Walter L. Sanborn Oxford County Scholar-

ship Fund
Walter L. Sanborn, '01 Estate 17,372.86

Cromwell Professorship

William Nelson Cromwell Estate . . . 125,000.00

George C. Mahoney Scholarship Fund
George C. Mahoney, '91 Estate 8,309.19

Solon E. 8c Lida Skolfield Turner Fund
Lida S. Turner Estate 732,112.65

Hall-Mercer Scholarship Fund (addition)

Alexander G. Mercer Estate 223.72

Estate: Susan A. Lane 1,000.00

Charles E. Adams, '84 ....... 250,000.00

Edwin B. Smith, '56 241,564.24

$1,818,275.90

As it happens this is the largest sum of money, in cash or

securities, added to the College in any single year. Many of

the bequests of course have for a long time been known,
but it is distinctly a sign that the College is not falling

behind that these generous gifts have come to fruition.

In discussing gifts and bequests it is not out of place to

call attention to the resignation September 1, 1949 of Mr.

Philip Dana, of the Class of 1896, as Treasurer of the Col-

lege, a position he had occupied with great distinction for

the past twenty-five years. He fulfilled the exacting duties

and requirements of that office to the complete satisfaction

of everyone but himself. His fellow Trustees in relieving

him of the heavy burden of his task, at his own request, con-

ferred upon him the unprecedented honor of Trustee

Emeritus in recognition of his outstanding services to the

College.
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His successor, Mr. Roland E. Clark, of the Class of 1901,

is admirably fitted for his post. As Vice President of the Na-

tional Bank of Commerce in Portland, well and favorably

known in business and banking circles in the state and na-

tionally, as an Overseer of the College and of the Finance

Committee, as a member of an outstanding class, he has for

some years kept in touch with Bowdoin affairs and is a na-

tural successor to a distinguished predecessor.

In addition to the gifts here listed it is pleasant to record

others very valuable though not capable of being expressed

in dollars and cents. The Librarian has called attention in

his report to a most generous gift from an anonymous donor

of beautifully bound and beautifully illustrated books deal-

ing with art, architecture, and literature, a princely collec-

tion that will make the Rare Book Room, even more than

it has been in the past, a place of culture and delight. Mrs.

Mortimer Warren, of Portland, has given to the art col-

lections a valuable Greek torso given to her by the late Ed-

ward P. Warren (L.H.D., 1926) and now presented to

Bowdoin as a memorial to her husband, Dr. Mortimer War-
ren (Sc.D., 1931) of the Class of 1896. Colonel Henry J. Fur-

ber (A.M., 1889) has presented a handsome statute of

Ophelia, by the Italian sculptor Romanelli, which now
adorns the entrance to Memorial Hall. A very curious be-

quest is that of the late Edward P. Warren. At his death,

twenty-one years ago, he left three trust funds for the benefit

of Corpus Christi College of Oxford University, with the

provision that if after that period of time the funds were not

accepted by the Oxford college they should come back to

this country, two-thirds going to Bowdoin and one-third to

the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. Last December I heard
from Sir Richard Livingstone, the President of Corpus
Christi, that his college had decided not to accept the third

of these trust funds, which provided for a tunnel under-

neath Merton Street in Oxford to make a passageway be-

tween some of the buildings of Corpus Christi separated by
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that street. This "Tunnel Fund/' so-called, now comes into

the possession of Bowdoin College and the Boston Museum
to the amount of about 3,000 pounds. We are negotiating

to see if this money can be taken out of England. So far as

we are concerned the use is unrestricted; we shall not have

to build a tunnel.

III. THE SESQUICENTENNIAL FUND

As of May 16, 1950, the sum of $2,123,211.42 has been

subscribed of which $1,648,364.98 has been paid in cash or

securities. The raising of this sum of over two million has

been a splendid accomplishment equal to our expectations,

if not to our hopes. It is true, of course, that the next mil-

lion will come with a great deal more difficulty and will re-

quire even more united effort, even more generous support.

Since last fall the Classroom Building with the Smith Audi-

torium has been in the process of erection; and, although

about three weeks behind schedule, should be ready for oc-

cupancy when College opens in September. The very fact

that building is going on has not only attracted the atten-

tion of many passersby but has interested the undergradu-

ates greatly and has made them realize that the College is

not entirely a static institution.

Last June Major General Wallace C. Philoon (M.S.,

1944) of the Class of 1905, who had done such excellent

work for the Fund, retired from the post of Executive Di-

rector with the most cordial commendation of the Boards

for his services. He was succeeded by Mr. Harry L. Palmer,

of the Class of 1904, also of the Board of Overseers, whose
industry and initiative and zeal have placed all those who
are fond of the College already very greatly in his debt. At
the moment we have not in sight the funds necessary for a

Chemistry Building, the next project in the program; but

as a new laboratory for chemistry is so essential we hope
that the funds will be forthcoming by the end of the year.



Report of the President 9

Naturally the Alumni will be kept in touch with the prog-

ress of the Fund and with the next steps to be taken.

IV. ROTC UNIT

Last December the College was asked by the Army if it

would institute a Reserve Officers' Training Corps in Trans-

portation. After a careful survey of undergraduates and can-

didates for admission, it was found that there was apparent-

ly sufficient interest in such a unit to place the problem be-

fore the Governing Boards at their February meeting. It was

there voted to authorize the President, with the approval

of the Faculty, to institute a ROTC Unit in Transporta-

tion. The Faculty approved by a substantial majority; appli-

cation was made; and the Army has established the unit and
has already assigned two officers, a Colonel and a Major, to

proceed with the organization. There will be a basic course

of three hours a week for two years on a voluntary basis,

one hour being devoted to drill. At the conclusion of

this training, such students as wish to continue and are

recommended by the officers will proceed to the advanced

course of five hours a week for two years, the junior and
senior years of college, when the men will receive com-

mutation of about $700 a year, special training in summer
camps, and upon the completion of the course, commissions

as Second Lieutenants in the Army Reserve Corps subject

to call in national emergency. For the basic training it is

planned to give no academic credit, though there will be

some readjustment of the requirements for physical educa-

tion. For the advanced course there will be credit for Mil-

itary Science amounting in all to four semester courses. It

is probable that a few of the men will go into the regular

Army; others, in addition to military experience, will bene-

fit by instruction in the problems of transportation, both of

men and goods by railroad, truck, boat, and airplane. Such
a course may be of a good deal of value to men majoring in

Economics.
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Frankly, the setting up of this unit is an experiment

which all the friends of the College will watch with inter-

est. Many of the New England colleges of our type have

Naval or Army units, and it may be in these uncertain days

that it is the plain duty of the College to take some part in

the national defense. After all, uniforms worn only at drill

one day a week by a small portion of the student body will

not militarize Bowdoin overnight.

V. THE FACULTY

During the year the following members of the Faculty

were absent on leave for the second semester: Professor

Ernst C. Helmreich, of the Department of History and Gov-

ernment, and Professor Philip M. Brown, of the Depart-

ment of Economics. In the fall David I. K. Hecht returned as

Assistant Professor of History, after a year spent in research

in the Hoover Library at Stanford University, and Edward
Pols was appointed Assistant Professor of Philosophy. The
following new Instructors were appointed: Philip E. Booth,

Instructor in English; Walter P. Hollmann, Instructor in

Sociology; Robert H. Ivy, Instructor in Romance Lan-

guages; and John Zmachinski, Instructor in Economics.

The death of Mr. Zmachinski made it necessary to fill the

vacancy by the appointment of Myer Rashish as Assist-

ant Professor of Economics from November 28, 1949. I ap-

pointed the following Teaching Fellows: Charles W. Car-

ruthers in Physics for the first semester, and Winslow F.

Baker for the second semester; Donald D. Payne in Biology

for the year; Mario A. Tonon in French for the year.

Last Commencement was marked by the promotion of

five Associate Professors to the grade of Professor, namely:

George H. Quinby, Philip M. Brown, Eaton Leith, Philip

C. Beam, and Albert R. Thayer. These promotions, delayed
by the war, were in each case thoroughly deserved. At pres-

ent the number of Professors in active service is thirty-three,
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with the Librarian, the Director of Athletics, and the Col-

lege Physician having traditionally the status of a full pro-

fessor, raising the number to thirty-six. There are five Asso-

ciate Professors; fifteen Assistant Professors, sixteen count-

ing the Assistant Librarian; ten Instructors; seven Coaches,

and six administrative officers also with faculty status; thus

making the Faculty at the present time number eighty. As
lately computed the average age was forty-two. In addition

there are three Teaching Fellows without faculty status.

The proportion of full professors has always been larger at

Bowdoin than at many other similar institutions, because

of our traditional policy that requires that many of the

elementary courses and sections be taught by men of full

professorial rank. Incidentally, the large number of pro-

fessors brings the median of faculty salaries at Bowdoin up
to a very favorable position.

Next year Professor Robert P. T. Coffin, poet and teacher,

will in the second semester inaugurate the Department of

Poetry at the University of Cincinnati, being on leave for

that purpose from Bowdoin. We are all happy to say that

he will return to us in the fall of 1951. Professor Edward
C. Kirkland, of the Department of History, will also be ab-

sent on leave for the entire year, teaching for a while at the

University of Wisconsin and spending the rest of his time

in research and writing. As I remarked in my report last

year, it is a very fine thing for the College to have members
of its faculty on lend-lease to universities, especially in

these days when it is so necessary to have scholars as well as

teachers in the smaller colleges of the country. Bowdoin has

always furnished her fair share of professors for universities;

in these days of increasing competition it is good to feel that

so many of our men, who have had university experience,

are glad to continue to throw their lot with us. I doubt if

the Faculty has ever been stronger than it is at the present

moment.
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VI. THE UNDERGRADUATES
In my long and varied career as Dean and President of

the College I have not known a more active, interested and
satisfactory student body than has been at Bowdoin the

present academic year. Entering to the number of 923 in

September last, 65 receiving degrees at the February Com-
mencement, the undergraduates numbered 863 on February

5th; and since that time to date only two have left College

for any reason whatsoever. The record scholastically has

been good; at the last review of classes less than four per-

cent had failed to attain minimum requirements, and prob-

ably half of those warned will make the grade by June. The
behavior of the college undergraduate body also makes a

record. To date the Administrative Committee of the Fac-

ulty and the new Judiciary Committee of the Undergrad-

uates have each had but one meeting in dealing with only

minor infractions of college rules. (I am naturally aware

that this excellent record may be impaired between Ivy and
Commencement.) The activities of the undergraduates

have also been commendable. The Political Forum has

played a very important part on the campus, receiving with

the greatest of ease a Governor, two Senators, a Congress-

man, several Professors and Editors, a Communist, and some
Foreign Diplomats. Some of the members of the student

body have taken an active part in the politics of the State,

showing that the College in such matters is glad to have

them doers of the word and not hearers only. The Orient,

though at times irritating some of the older members of the

College, has been a vigorous and independent organ of stu-

dent opinion, carried on, it is needless to say, without fac-

ulty censorship or supervision. The Quill has again come to

life with more than the usual amount of excellent literary

material. The Bugle surprised and gratified the whole Col-

lege by suddenly appearing not as last year in the middle of

the summer but three weeks before Ivy. The editorial staffs

of these publications, both literary and business, are entitled
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to the commendation of the College. The Masque and

Gown has also had a fine year, showing what imagination,

ingenuity, and good instruction can do to overcome difficul-

ties caused by the lack of a college theatre. Bowdoin-on-the-

Air has shown much initiative and energy in carrying on
under rather trying handicaps on the campus and in fur-

nishing some very satisfactory programs over WGAN, in

Portland. The Musical Clubs with the famed Meddiebemp-
sters have added to their glories by some unusually fine

concerts, incidentally winning the praise of the editor of

the Atlantic Monthly for furnishing the right kind of ac-

tivity in the realm of proper college public relations. The
Sunday evening recitals in the Chapel, under the auspices

of the Music Department, have likewise given much pleas-

ure to many. In athletics we have had victories enough to

make us cheerful, and defeats enough to keep us humble.

At times, in the midst of all of these activities, one wonders

if the primary purpose of the College may not be submerged;

but after all, education deals with the whole man and is

gained not exclusively in the classroom and laboratory.

One of the lecturers of the Institute of Modern Litera-

ture, who was here also in 1933, remarked to me after his

conference with some twenty-five or thirty undergraduates,

"You know, the bodies of those boys were different, but

otherwise they were exactly the same boys that I met seven-

teen years ago — not too sophisticated, not smart-alecky, in-

telligent, and sound." It was interesting to me to have this

tribute, from an outside source, to the persistence of the

type of student at Bowdoin in these restless and changing

days.

VII. THE INSTITUTE OF MODERN LITERATURE
The Institute of Modern Literature held from April 4th

to April 14th was generally considered as one of the best, if

not the best, Institute we have had since the establishment

of this interesting educational feature in 1923. The pro-



14 Bowdoin College

gram was well balanced and well executed; the attendance

was gratifying, and the undergraduates responded very well

indeed to the round-table conferences. On April 14th special

exercises were held to commemorate the centennial of the

publication of The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne,
of the Class of 1825. Too much credit cannot be given to

the Committee which did an outstanding piece of work in

preparing all the details of the Institute, and the gratitude

of the College goes particularly to the Chairman. The Com-
mittee consisted of the following members of the Faculty:

Professor Herbert Ross Brown, Chairman, Professors Nixon,

Chase, Daggett, Coffin, Quinby, Darbelnet, Hall, Barrett,

and Mr. Wilder. Funds for the lectures by Esther Forbes

and Betty Smith were made available by the Pejepscot His-

torical Society and the Society of Bowdoin Women, re-

spectively.

The only drawback to the Institute was the failure to pro-

vide a proper public address system. Several of the speakers

apparently were so used to this provision that they did not

speak loudly enough to be easily understood by the large

audiences; this defect should be remedied before the next

Institute. The program follows:

INSTITUTE OF MODERN LITERATURE
1950

Tuesday, April 4

ROBERT FROST
Subject: Poetry Reading and Commentary

Wednesday, April 5

JAMES THOMAS FARRELL
Subject: American Fiction as Social Record

Thursday, April 6

MALCOLM COWLEY
Subject: The Heresy of Naturalism
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Saturday, April 8

MARC CONNELLY
Subject: Drama and Folklore

Monday, April 10

ROLFE HUMPHRIES
Subject: The Poet in Our Time

Wednesday, April 12

ESTHER FORBES
Subject: Shadow and Substance of American History

Thursday, April 13

BETTY SMITH
Subject: The Stagestruck Novelist

Friday, April 14

MARK VAN DOREN
Subject: Hawthorne the Artist

VIIL THE GENERAL CATALOGUE
Undoubtedly one of the events of the year of the most

interest to the Alumni is the completion of the first General

Catalogue or Register of the members of Bowdoin since

1912. This Sesquicentennial Edition has been the result of

the work of several years and has entailed the examination

of data dealing with more than 15,000 men and 26 women.
The volume is in no sense of the word a Who's Who, but it

contains biographical material of interest to many Bowdoin
men. Arrangements have been made to continue in the

Library the task of keeping the files of the members of the

College up to date so that labor on the next edition will

not be so extensive and expensive. Alumni who have not as

yet put in their order and desire a copy may procure one for

the price of $4.00 by enclosing a check in a letter addressed

to the General Catalogue, Hubbard Hall. The efficient,

painstaking, and patient committee in charge consists of

John W. Frost, Esq. '04, President of the Board of Overseers;
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Mr. Fred R. Lord '11 (for the first year) , Mr. Harrison At-

wood '09 (from 1947 to date) , from the Board of Overseers;

Mr. Kenneth J. Boyer, the Librarian; Mr. Seward J. Marsh
'12, the Alumni Secretary; Professor Herbert R. Brown; and

the indefatigable editor of the book, Mr. Philip S. Wilder
'23, Assistant to the President. There are inevitable mistakes

and omissions; but the volume itself, printed by the An-

thoensen Press, will be a valued addition to the library of

any Bowdoin man who cares in this way to keep in touch

with his College, past and present.

IX. FINANCIAL ASPECTS OF ENROLLMENT
Like so many business enterprises, the College now finds

itself receding from the increase in funds resulting from the

large flood of students subsequent to the war and must exer-

cise economies that are not too pleasant to contemplate.

Our peak enrollment came in 1947-48 when the student

body numbered about 1,075; in 1948-49 we began the year

with about 1,000 students; and last fall for the 1949-50 ses-

sion with 925. This orderly recession brought many diffi-

cult financial problems but none comparable with those to

be faced next year when the enrollment wT
ill probably go

below7 800. This cut in enrollment means naturally a very

serious diminution in revenue from tuition, and although

it was necessary for the Boards meeting last February to

raise the tuition charge from $500 to $600 a year beginning

next fall, with the usual provision for the remission of such

increase in cases of undue hardship, the total receipts from
tuition will be less than they have been with the larger en-

rollment.

In order to cope with the very serious financial problems
now confronting the College, the Governing Boards have

had an able Committee that for the past two years has been
making extensive surveys and most interesting reports. This
Committee consists of Messrs. Ireland and E. F. Abbott of

the Board of Trustees, and Messrs. Bass, Foulke, and
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Thomas of the Board of Overseers; and for the study of

economies in the Department of Physical Education as addi-

tional members, Mr. Copeland of the Board of Trustees

and Messrs. Atwood and Burpee of the Board of Overseers.

Last February the President, the Treasurer, and the Bursar

were asked by this Committee to suggest ways and means by

which $100,000 might be cut from the budget of 1950-51.

The triumvirate did their best, but after a careful survey in

which many members of the Faculty were interviewed, found

that about $80,000 was all that could be recommended, of

which some $20,000 was non-recurring items. The Visiting

Committee, charged with the task of preparing the budget

itself, has been thoroughly realistic and is endeavoring to

present figures that will not involve a serious deficit. When
one realizes that the annual budget is well above $1,100,000,

that the cost of living is about 70 per cent above that of

1939, that the return from invested funds, admirably

handled as they are, is not much more than 3.5 per cent, it

can be readily seen that the financial picture is not too

bright. If there is any consolation in the fact that many
other colleges are in much more hazardous financial circum-

stances, it is nonetheless true that our own problems must
be met with courage and intelligence. Speaking of courage,

I remarked at one of our Alumni dinners this winter that

the Governing Boards had given three outstanding ex-

amples of devotion and of courage in meeting new situa-

tions. Fifty-six members of the Governing Boards con-

tributed about one-third of all the money so far raised for

the Sesquicentennial Fund, in actual figures, $678,034.05, a

sum that almost equals that subscribed by over twenty-eight

hundred of the Alumni, a record I am sure unequalled in

college drives. In the second place, last June, despite the

necessity of incurring a heavy deficit, the Boards voted sub-

stantial increases in salaries for Faculty and staff. In the

third place, last February, despite the greater competition
for students, the Boards voted to raise tuition as vitally nec-

essary. The combination of somewhat more income with
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great economy in budget items should enable us to live

pretty much within our income next year, although all

friends of the College should be aware of the necessity of

increasing our endowment and the annual amount received

through the Alumni Fund.

X. UNFULFILLED NEEDS

If anyone thinks in reading this report that the writer is

too much of an optimist — he would like indeed to be con-

sidered what the President of Harvard calls a cautious opti-

mist — he cites, as he has so often in the past, ten unfulfill-

ed needs of the College, to remind everyone connected with

Bowdoin that no matter what has been done there remains

yet a great deal to do:

1. A Chemistry Laboratory

2. An addition to the Library

3. A College Theatre
4. An Arctic Museum
5. A covered Hockey Rink
6. Instruction in Geology with appropriate laboratory

material

7. More tutorial provision for major courses

8. More graduate fellowships

9. Interdepartmental majors

10. Abolition of any discriminatory practices wherever

they may exist in the fraternities

With the exception of the last two, all we need is money.

XL THE COLLEGE AND THE PUBLIC

It is becoming increasingly clear that if the American
colleges of liberal arts, independently supported, are to

maintain their position nationally in education, they must
appeal more than they do at the present time to the general

American public. There is too little realization on the part

of the average citizen of the role which colleges like Bow-
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doin play in American life and culture. Probably at the

present moment the pattern of higher education in the

United States is the state university, co-educational in its

student body, supported largely by state taxes or franchises

with consequent low tuition charges and with emphasis on
courses that are largely practical and vocational in nature.

Think back fifty years and see how completely, or at least

how materially, the picture has changed. The large eastern,

independently supported universities and the small New
England colleges are but a small part of the national pic-

ture today. The state universities have now as excellent fac-

ulties, as ample resources for research, as well-equipped li-

braries as have the older private institutions, and certainly

the members of our independently supported colleges are

glad to pay tribute to the great state institutions teeming

with numbers and wealth. But the colleges of liberal arts

have their own distinct advantages. In the first place, they

can select their students without pressure from the general

public; in the second place, they can organize their curricu-

lums without undue influence from groups outside; in

the third place, they can make educational experiments as

the result of their own judgment. Finally, there is some ad-

vantage in institutions that are independent of Church or

State. The small college of liberal arts for men only or for

women only is the most American of all our educational in-

stitutions; there is nothing exactly like it anywhere else on
the surface of the globe; it is most thoroughly the product

of American enterprise and of American heritage. It can
remain so only if it maintains its independence. If the

stream of vigorous young life flowing every year into our
national stream is deprived of the product of such colleges

as Amherst, Bowdoin, Dartmouth, Hamilton, Haverford,
Wesleyan, Williams, to mention only a few, does anyone
doubt that the loss would not be seriously felt? Incidentally,

such colleges need to use far more imagination, ingenuity,

and intelligence than they have shown in the past to retain

the confidence and support, financial as well as spiritual, of
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the American public. We need somehow or other to make
clear that our privately supported institutions need the help

of the public as much as do the state and community insti-

tutions of higher learning. Perhaps if we could gain the feel-

ing of cooperation shown by the following anecdote, we
might be more assured of the future. Last Halloween, a

week or so after one of the State championship football

games, some very ragged little urchins with unkempt clothes

and dirty faces came to our door with the usual ultimatum
of "tricks or treats"; after they were properly regaled, the

smallest and most raggedy looked up at me and said, "We
slaughtered Bates last Saturday, didn't we?" If the College

could only succeed in spreading that kind of fellowship

throughout the community of town and state, we should

certainly be in a stronger position; without such support the

road ahead will be grim; with it we can predict for Bowdoin
and her sister colleges that the best years lie in the future.

Respectfully submitted,

Kenneth C. M. Sills

May 15, 1950
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APPENDIX A
Report of the College Physician

To the President of Bowdoin College:

During the period from September 1, 1949 through May
14, 1950 there were 195 patients hospitalized at the Dudley

Coe Infirmary for a total of 793 patient days.

The report on the Bowdoin Group Insurance Plan will

not be completed until July, 1950. The following are the

loss statistics submitted by the Union Mutual Life Insur-

ance Company as of April 10, 1950.

Earned Premium $5,312.48

Losses Incurred $3,603.29

Loss Ratio 67.8%

There are several claims now being processed, and it is

expected that the loss ratio will be close to 90 per cent for

this, the first year of the Insurance Program.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel F. Hanley, M.D., College Physician

APPENDIX B
Sunday Chapel Speakers

1949

Sept. 25—Rev. Wallace W. Anderson, D.D., State Street

Congregational Church, Portland

Oct. 2—Rev. Percy L. Vernon, D.D., Poland Spring

Oct. 9-Rev. Wilburn B. Miller, D.D., First Church (Uni-

tarian) Cambridge, Massachusetts

Oct. 16—Rev. Joseph O. Purdue, Winter Street Congrega-

tional Church, Bath
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Oct. 23-The President of the College

Oct. 30—Rev. George M. Hooten, Jr., Franklin Street Con-

gregational Church, Manchester, New Hampshire

Nov. 6—Rev. Robert F. Sweetser, St. Michael's Episcopal

Church, Auburn

Nov. 13—The President of the College

Nov. 20—Nels F. S. Ferre, D.D., Andover Newton Theo-
logical Seminary, Newton Centre, Massachusetts

Dec. 4—Rabbi Irving A. Mandel, M.H.L., Temple Israel,

Boston, Massachusetts

Dec. 11—Rev. Robert Cummins, D.D., General Superin-

tendent, Universalist Church of America

Dec. 18—The President of the College

1950

Jan. 8—Julius Seelye Bixler, LL.D., President, Colby Col-

lege

Jan. 15—Rev. Wallace W. Anderson, D.D., State Street

Congregational Church, Portland

Feb. 12-Floyd H. Black, LL.D., President, Robert College,

Istanbul, Turkey

Feb. 19—Rev. Albert B. Coe, D.D., President, Massachu-

setts Congregational Conference and Missionary

Society

Feb. 26—Rev. Alexander P. Winston, A.M., First Parish

(Unitarian) Church, Portland

Mar. 5—The President of the College

Mar. 12-Rev. John C. Bennett, D.D., Union Theological

Seminary, New York, New York

Mar. 19-Rt. Rev. John T. Dallas, D.D., Bishop of New
Hampshire (Retired)

Apr. 9—The President of the College

Apr. 16-Rev. William C. Hart, Old South Church, Boston,

Massachusetts
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Apr. 23—Rev. John Brett Fort, St. John's Episcopal Church,

Bangor

Apr. 30—Rev. Frederick H. Thompson, D.D., Woodfords
Congregational Church, Portland

May 7—Rev. Herbert A. Stevens, Congregational Church,

Westbrook

May 14—Rev. John C. Schroeder, D.D., Master of Calhoun
College, Yale University

May 21—Rev. George L. Cadigan, St. Paul's Church,

Rochester, New York

APPENDIX C
Reiigio\us' Preference

Spring Semester

1950

Congregational 230

Episcopal 187

Catholic 138

Methodist 50

Presbyterian 39

Baptist 36

Jewish 35

Unitarian 34

Christian Science 17

Lutheran 14

Greek Orthodox 12

Universalist 10

Society of Friends 9

Christian Church 5

Dutch Reformed 5
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Federated 4

United Church 2

Adventist

Anglican

Calvanist

Community Church

Coptic Orthodox

Evangelical

Kingdom of Shiloh

Russian Orthodox

Atheist

No Preference 2

Total 863



REPORT OF THE DEAN

To the President of Bowdoin College:

I have the honor to submit the following report for the

academic year 1949-50:

The reduction in the size of the College provided for by

the Governing Boards has proceeded steadily with the result

that about 925 men registered in September 1949, and about

865 registered for the second semester in February 1950.

At its peak the College numbered nearly 1100. The fresh-

man class contained just over 190 men, and the decline in-

dicated at the beginning of the second semester was due

largely to graduations at that time in addition to the losses,

unusually low this year, from other causes. In the course of

the present academic year more men than ever before in the

history of the College will receive their Bowdoin degrees. In

addition to 65 men who were graduated in February 1950,

degrees will be awarded in June to an additional number
of about 260, and about 20 others will complete work with-

out returning to Bowdoin for further residence. Obviously

the gap left will be large, and even a freshman class next

fall of over 200 will presumably result in a total College be-

low the 800 mark.

The number of veterans declines along with the declin-

ing total of men in College, and similarly the number di-

minishes of those who are on other than an orthodox four-

year Bowdoin program. In other words, the effects of war-

time acceleration and the year-round college are rapidly dis-

appearing, and after this year most graduates will have had
the normal college routine and experience. The present

sophomore class and the classes following will again be sub-

jected to the major examination system, now long suspend-

ed, and will in my opinion profit greatly thereby.

Careful selection from large numbers of applicants prob-

ably is the chief factor which explains the good academic
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record of the College during the year coming to a close.

Numbers of failures have been relatively low, few men have

had to be dropped for academic deficiency, and the mortal-

ity from this cause in June will not be high in all probabil-

ity — this in spite of the operation of the "C Rule" requir-

ing students to meet a minimum quality standard of grades

at the end of four semesters. This rule was applied in June
1949 for the first time and with great care. Comparatively

few men will come up for action under its provisions this

June, and to a certain extent this bears out the expectations

of the advocates of the rule. The intent was not to elimi-

nate more men, but to stimulate effort beyond the mini-

mum needed merely to remain in College. Though a mod-
est step, I believe this has been the most beneficial academic

change of recent years.

Although academic failures have been relatively few dur-

ing the past year, it is not equally clear that academic dis-

tinction has been attained as generally as should be the

case. The seriousness of purpose and earnest application,

which characterized many veterans, have been replaced in

too many cases by the relative indifference and willingness

to do simply a passing job, which characterize too many of

our students who come to College as a matter of course and
have no really burning convictions about the importance

of a college education. The restoration of the major system

in full is especially necessary as a means of stimulating the

interest and activity of these men.

Bowdoin has some very rigid academic requirements, nota-

bly in mathematics and foreign languages. There are men
in College who are able to do work of quality sufficient to

earn their degrees, but who struggle long, painfully, and, I

believe, unprofitably with one or the other of these require-

ments which should be satisfied by the end of their sopho-

more year. At present, individuals may, after repeated fail-

ures, be relieved of a particular requirement, but only if they

have a distinguished record in other fields. Most of them
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do not. They are ordinary students and consequently this

provision is practically never applied. I believe that a meth-

od, with adequate safeguards, should be devised to relieve

deserving individuals of a specific requirement after such

men have demonstrated that their best efforts are still in-

sufficient. Surely there can be no educational gain in a con-

scientious student repeating the same course four or five

times. On the contrary, his whole intellectual outlook may
well be soured.

At Bowdoin the heaviest pressure has recently been and
still is on the economics courses, and this is reflected in the

choice of major fields. The chief reason for this, in my
opinion, lies in the fact that the students seek a vocational

gain from their college education, and economics appeals to

most of those without definite goals as the most "practical"

subject. The institution of a Placement Bureau and sim-

ilar developments in other colleges only confirms the convic-

tion of the students that vocational guidance and actual

placement are the proper functions of the College. It is true

that complicated guidance and counselling techniques and
procedures are frequently only the reflection of the fact that

most institutions are now so large that they can deal with

their students only by impersonal methods, and that the

small college still accomplishes much of the same result by

personal relationships. Nevertheless, there is much to be

learned from these techniques, and questionnaires to our

own students show how large a percentage are uncertain

about their aims. The more aid we can offer them in this

field of giving meaning to their college work, the more suc-

cess we will have in getting rid of the intellectual lassitude

and indifference which, rather than lack of ability, are the

main obstacles with which we have to contend. Effective

and technically skilled guidance and counselling taken

down to the early levels of college life are subjects of in-

creasing interest and concern to college students. Above
and beyond and even more important than this, there are
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many signs that the old closeness of personal relationships

between student and instructor is returning to Bowdoin
with the decline of numbers.

In regard to college discipline the year has been a quiet

one. For the first time a Student Judiciary Committee has

been in existence to share in the administrative problems

of the College arising out of matters of student conduct or

misconduct. To date, however, this Committee has scarcely

functioned and there has been, practically speaking, no ad-

ministrative action of this character taken by the College.

Naturally this is not intended to support any assertion that

the conduct and social life of the students are above re-

proach or improvement, but I believe it is true that some
problems have declined in importance, and that the level

of leadership and sense of responsibility in the student body
and its chief social units, the fraternities, have been high.

That has likewise been true in the past, but during the cur-

rent year it might be fair to say that the opposing forces

have heen weaker. The Student Council, strong in recent

years, has further stabilized its position and increased its

prestige.

Cheating and allied offenses have been common problems

of colleges in recent years. Consequently there has been

much debate concerning the institution of an honor system

at Bowdoin, and the question has been under discussion for

two years. Recently the proposal to institute such a system

at Bowdoin was defeated by student vote. Whether this de-

cision was wise or not may be a question, but it certainly

does not indicate indifference to the issues involved on the

part of the students. On the contrary, it is quite clear that

student opinion would heartily support drastic action

against the diminishing minority of offenders in this field.

Student activities have been well supported and general-

ly successful. This has been true of sports where some teams
have notable accomplishments to their credit and where the

freshmen have shown promise for the future. It is also true
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in other fields. The Quill displayed renewed vigor, the

Bugle appeared well in advance of general expectation, and

the Political Forum put on a sustained program of well-

attended and intelligently planned programs. Musical activ-

ities, as usual, enlisted the interest of many students, and

the Interfraternity Singing Contest saw rivalry mount to a

pitch comparable to that of intercollegiate football.

In a generally healthy college it is especially obvious to

me in the Dean's office that financial problems are becom-

ing of ever-increasing concern to the student body, and the

increase in tuition is but a minor element. It is painful to

see a deserving student who has to leave college for no other

reason than that he has reached the end of his financial

resources. That has seldom happened at Bowdoin, but it is

becoming increasingly difficult to avert. On the other hand,

it is also striking how many individual cases can be cared

for by individual solutions made possible by the College, by

fraternities, by alumni, and other sources. This problem
will need increasing attention in the near future, and avail-

able resources in the form of work and scholarship funds

must be carefully analyzed and coordinated. It is a very

fundamental truth that the College cannot afford to lose

those students who by superficial standards cannot afford to

attend it.

/. Enrollment

Students enrolled September, 1949 923

Students graduated February, 1950 65*

Students dropped February, 1950 10

Students leaving between September, 1949 and
February, 1950 23

Students enrolled February 6, 1950 863

Students readmitted February, 1950 16

New students admitted February, 1950 1

* This figure includes 21 men not in residence during the first semes-

ter, 1949-1950.
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II. Geographical Distribution

Entered

September 1949

Massachusetts 67

Maine 60

New York 14

New Jersey 11

Connecticut • 7

New Hampshire 5

Pennsylvania 5

Rhode Island 5

Delaware 2

District of Columbia 2

Illinois 2

Indiana 2

Maryland 1

Michigan 1

Ohio 1

Texas 1

Vermont 1

Virginia 1

Austria 2

Canada 2

Argentina 1

China 1

Denmark 1

England 1

France 1

Germany 1

Greece 1
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Hawaii 1

Iraq 1

Japan 1

202

277. Enrollment In Courses, 1949-1950

October 15,1949 April 1, 1950

Art 1, 2 60 36

Art 5, 6 20 31

Art 9, 10 10 10

Astronomy 1, 2 11 20

Biology 1, 2 106 104

Biology 3A 16

Biology 5, 6 11 13

Biology 7, 8 6 7

Biology 9, 10 27 19

Biology 12 17

Biology 15, 16 20 15

Chemistry 1, 2 95 97

Chemistry 3, 4 20 19

Chemistry 5, 6 10 9

Chemistry 7, 8 42 30

Chemistry 9 3

Chemistry 11, 12 4 3

Chemistry 13 6

Comparative Literature 1, 2 158 169

Economics 1, 2 165 168

Economics 3, 4 37 36

Economics 5, 6 58 76

Economics 7, 8 23 23
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Economics 9, 10 80 82

Economics 11A 76

Economics 13 15

Economics 14 32

Economics 15 78

Economics 16 119

Education 1, 2 68 57

Education 3 42

Education 6 33

English 1, 2 211 207

English 4, 4 212 209

English 5, 6 65 79

English 7, 8 34 27

English 9, 10 25 28

English 11, 12 43 50

English 13, 14 37 35

English 15, 16 11 7

English 25, 26 34 38

English 27, 28 52 63

English 29, 30 14 14

French 1, 2 45 45

French 3, 4 167 158

French 5, 6 56 43

French 9, 10 5 7

French 11, 12 10 9

French 15, 16 35 28

German 1, 2 66 65

German 3, 4 97 98

German 5, 6 7 8

German 7, 8 15 11

German 9, 10 9 8
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German 13, 14 9 7

Government 1, 2 119 117

Government 3, 4 16 13

Government 5, 6 65 55

Government 7, 8 32 26

Government 9, 10 47 42

Government 11, 12 20 23

Greek 1, 2 5 5

Greek 3, 4 7 7

Greek 13, 14 6 6

Greek 17, 18 2 35

History 1, 2 48 56

History 5, 6 74 80

History 7, 8 39 48

History 11, 12 54 49

History 14 47

History 15 17

History 17, 18 63 54

History 20 25

History 22 40

Italian 1, 2 11 11

Latin 1, 2 18 18

Latin 3, 4 27 32

Latin 5, 6 17 15

Latin 10 9

Latin 11 6

Latin 14 7

Mathematics 1 76

Mathematics 11, 11 126 94

Mathematics 12 53

Mathematics 14 59

Mathematics 21, 22 29 21

Mathematics 23 11
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Mathematics 31, 32 17 15

Mathematics 33, 34 5 5

Mathematics 41, 42 7 7

Music 1, 2 43 31

Music 3, 4 12 12

Music 5, 6 3 6

Music 8 3

Music 9 2

Music 11 15

Music 20 2

Philosophy 1, 2 43 37

Philosophy 3 12

Philosophy 6 12

Philosophy 7, 8 13 13

Physics 11, 12 62 58

Physics 21, 22 18 17

Physics 23, 24 7 7

Physics 31, 32 11 10

Physics 33, 34 8 8

Psychology 1, 2 157 159

Psychology 3, 4 60 42

Psychology 5, 6 10 10

Psychology 8 6

Psychology 10 9

Religion 1, 2 70 54

Religion 5, 6 12 15

Russian 1, 2 2 2

Sociology 1, 2 36 32

Sociology 3 38

Sociology 5 8

Sociology 6 16

Sociology 7 10

Spanish 1, 2 17 15

Spanish 3, 4 12 6
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IV. Fraternity Membership, April, 1950

Zeta Psi 86

Sigma Nu 80

Chi Psi 75

Kappa Sigma 75

Delta Upsilon 71

Beta Theta Pi 68

Delta Kappa Epsilon 64

Theta Delta Chi 63

Alpha Tau Omega 62

Alpha Delta Phi 61

Psi Upsilon 54

Alpha Rho Upsilon 38

"797

V. Fraternity Scholastic Standings for the Award of

the Student Council Cup, 1950

*Alpha Rho Upsilon 2.487

Alpha Tau Omega . 2.430

Theta Delta Chi 2.256

Beta Theta Pi ........... 2.157

Delta Upsilon 2.138

Kappa Sigma 2.113

Zeta Psi 2.059

Sigma Nu 2.056

Alpha Delta Phi . 1.983

Psi Upsilon .

.". 1.967

Chi Psi 1.965

Delta Kappa Epsiloa . . 1.930

College Average 2.146

All Fraternity Average 2.110

# Actually the Independents had the highest standing (2.595) but are

not eligible for the award of the cup.
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VI. Abraxas Cup Standing, March, 1950

1. Portland High School 3.125

2. South Portland High School 2.750

3. Lewiston High School 2.437

4. St. Albans School (Washington, D. C.) . . . . 2.417

5. Waltham High School (Massachusetts) . . . 2.250

6. St. George's School (Newport, R. I.) . . . . 2.083

VII. Peucinian Cup, February, 1950

Alpha Rho Upsilon 2.517

Theta Delta Chi 2.281

Alpha Delta Phi 2.162

Delta Kappa Epsilon 2.133

Chi Psi 2.115

Alpha Tau Omega 2.063

Delta Upsilon 2.028

Beta Theta Pi 1.829

Zeta Psi 1.825

Sigma Nu : 1.650

Psi Upsilon 1.639

Kappa Sigma 1.556

College Average 2.001

All Fraternity Average 1.989

This cup is donated by the Fraternity Alumni and is

given each February and June to that fraternity whose

freshman delegation has the highest average rank on the

basis of all mid-year and final grades recorded in the Dean's

office. When twenty semester awards have been made, the

cup will become the permanent possession of that fraternity

which has won it the greatest number of times.

Respectfully submitted,

Nathaniel C. Kendrick, Dean



REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN

To the President of Bowdoin College:

In accordance with the laws of the College, I present

a report on the condition and progress of the College

Library for the period from April 1, 1949 to March 31, 1950.

SIZE AND GROWTH
The number of volumes in the Library is estimated to

be 220,516, including 1,327 films.

Accessions

1948-49 1947-48 1946-47 1945-46 1944-45

By purchase 3,201 3,302 2,839 2,398 1,597

By gift 1,686 1,193 1,968 1,273 1,547

4,887 4,495 4^807 3^671 3,144

A comparison with the figures for last year shows a net

loss of 287 volumes. While we added 4,887 volumes during

the year, at the same time we withdrew 5,174 volumes.

About eighty per cent of our withdrawals were books in the

old medical library, and they were given en masse to Tufts

College. All were published before 1900, and their useful-

ness is chiefly historical. The remaining 1,000 volumes,

which were withdrawn, represent other subject fields. We
have continued this practice during the current year

and expect to continue it for several years to come. In car-

rying out this program we constantly seek the advice and
consent of the various faculty members who are concerned,

and we endeavor to place such withdrawn material in other

libraries, where it may be of 'use, rather than selling the

volumes for wastepaper. It is my firm belief that the

Library is better off with some of the deadwood removed,
and, with the shelves in the stack nearly full, the additional

space gained is most welcome.
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GIFTS
During the past year the Library has received the follow-

ing gifts:

From Mr. Frederick W. Pickard, a Trustee and a mem-
ber of the Class of 1894, an excerpt from The Boston Pearl

and Literary Gazette of November 4, 1834, containing "The
Wondrous Tale of the Little Man in Gosling Green," by

George F. Brown; the manuscript of an essay by Justin

Jones, attributing the tale to Longfellow; and two manu-
script letters on the problem from T. W. Higginson and F.

H. Underwood.

From Mr. Richard Ayer Rhodes, 2nd, of the Class of

1944, $10 for the purchase of books in the field of mathe-

matics or the physical sciences.

From Mr. Frederick W. Anthoensen (A.M., Bowdoin,

1947) and the Reverend Sheldon Christian, of the Class of

1937, the sum of $25 each for the purchase of books on the

subject of printing and typography. Mr. Anthoensen also

continued to add new titles to the Anthoensen Collection

and gave the sum of $100 toward the printing project.

From Mrs. Jason R. Westerfield, of Camden, Maine, a

copy of A Comprehensive Atlas: Geographical, Historical,

and Commercial, by T. G. Bradford, New York, 1835,

formerly the property of Nehemiah Cleaveland, of the Class

of 1813.

From Mr. Kenneth Roberts (Litt.D., Bowdoin, 1938)

the seven-volume bo'und manuscript of Oliver Wiswell, on
permanent loan; also copies of the Czech and Italian edi-

tions of the same novel.

From Professor Nathan Dane II, of the Class of 1937,

seventeen folio volumes of the classics, printed in the six-

teenth and seventeenth centuries.

From Miss Lydia A. Adams, of Bangor, Maine, we re-

ceived the major portion of the library belonging to her

uncle, Charles E. Adams, M.D., of the Class of 1884. We
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are still engaged in the process of checking these books, and
when we have finished we shall undoubtedly have selected

for the Library over 800 volumes. The remaining volumes

we shall give to other Maine libraries.

From Mrs. Hugh C. Barron, of Springfield, Massachu-

setts, the mother of William R. Barron, of the Class of 1950,

a collection of finely printed books and books about print-

ing. These books and pamphlets, over 200 in number, were

formerly in the library of her father, and are to be known
as the Frederic W. Main Collection. A special bookplate

for this Collection has been designed by and is the gift of

Mr. Carl Purington Rollins, of the Yale University Press.

From Mrs. H. Eugene Allston Durell, of Atlantic City,

New Jersey, several letters written to her grandfather, the

Honorable Alpheus Felch, of the Class of 1827.

From Mr. James E. Rhodes, 2nd, of the Class of 1897, $50

for the purchase of books in American history and govern-

ment, in memory of his aunt, Abbie Rhodes Hall. Mr.

Rhodes also gave a copy of General Pershing's My Experi-

ences in the World War, signed by the author, and a copy

of Stratagems and Conspiracies to Defraud Life Insurance

Companies, by John B. Lewis.

From Mrs. Ernest B. Young, of Andover, Massachusetts,

fourteen miscellaneous volumes in memory of her husband,

a member of the Class of 1892.

From Mr. Willard P. Woodman, of the Class of 1916, a

large collection of memorabilia, early Bugles and Orients,

collected by his father, Willard W. Woodman, of the Class

of 1888.

From the Club of Odd Volumes, of Boston, Massachu-

setts, a collection of notices of meetings to be held. A ma-
jority of these were printed by Daniel B. Updike, of the

Merrymount Press.

From the Wellesley College Library thirteen first editions

of the works of Edwin Arlington Robinson. These volumes
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were left to Wellesley College by Mrs. Henry Johnson, and
were, because they were duplicates, given to this Library

with the consent of Professor and Mrs. Stanley P. Chase. In-

cluded in this gift was a copy of The Torrent and the Night

Before, presented to Professor Henry Johnson by the author.

From Mr. Robert C. Hill, of the Class of 1932, a five-

volume set of Historia de las Ideas Esteticas en Espana, by

Menendez Pelayo.

From Mr. Roscoe H. Hupper, an Overseer and a member
of the Class of 1907, a rare Book of Hours, given in the

name of the Class of 1907 in memory of a classmate, Felix

Arnold Burton. This volume, in unusually fine condition,

consists of 152 illuminated manuscript leaves on vellum

and contains 25 miniature paintings. It was executed in

Italy about 1520 to 1530.

From Professor William Witherle Lawrence, a Trustee

and a member of the Class of 1898, $50 for the use of the

Library.

From Mr. Percy D. Mitchell, of the Class of 1914, and
Mrs. Mitchell, $100 in memory of their son, Bradlee Ford

Mitchell, to be used for the printing project.

From Professor Harvey W. Hewett-Thayer, of the Class

of 1895, a manuscript letter from Henry Wadsworth Long-

fellow to Waterman T. Hewett, dated September 30, 1879.

From Mrs. Lewis C. Marshall, of Norwood, Massachusetts,

a four-volume set of The London Stage, London, 1824-27,

given in memory of her father, Hugh McCulloch, of the

Class of 1829.

From Mrs. Ralph F. Kelley, of Peabody, Massachusetts, a

manuscript document signed by Nathaniel Hawthorne,
given in memory of her son, Ralph A. Kelley, of the Class

of 1934.

From nine members of the Polar Bears Orchestra $50 for

the purchase of books on the subjects of aeronautics and
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jazz music, in memory of Richard Everett Eames, of the

Class of 1947.

From Professor and Mrs. Stanley P. Chase the following

books from the library of Professor Henry Johnson:

The Holy Bible, Conteyning the Old Testament, and
the New . . . London, 1611. (First edition of the King

James version, the so-called "He" issue.)

The Holy Bible, Conteyning the Old Testament, and
the New . . . London, 1613.

Plutarch. The Lives of the Noble Grecians and
Romanes, Compared together by . . . Plutarke of

Chaeronea; translated . . . out of French into English,

by Thomas North. London, 1579. (First edition of the

North translation.)

Illuminated manuscript on vellum of the Book of

Job, Proverbs of Solomon, New Testament, and the be-

ginning of the Hebrew Nominen. (Probably French of

11th to 15th centuries.)

Shakespeare. Comedies, Histories, and Tragedies;

Second Impression. London, 1632. (The Second
Folio.)

Shakespeare. Comedies, Histories, and Tragedies;

Third Impression. London, 1905. (Facsimile of the

Third Folio.)

Shakespeare. Comedies, Histories, and Tragedies;

Fourth Edition. London, 1685. (The Fourth Folio.)

Voltaire. La Ligue, ou Henry Le Grand; Poeme
Epique. Geneve, 1723. (First edition.)

Voltaire. Lettre de M. de VOL a M. D'AM.
. . . sur Deux Evenemens tragiques en France du meme
Terns; dans la Persecution des deux Families de Calas

et de Sirven, pour Cause de Religion. Geneve, 1765.

These nine volumes represent the treasures that were a

part of the large library collected by Professor Henry John-
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son during his lifetime. They now become a significant

part of the treasures of this Library; a fitting memorial to a

great scholar and teacher.

After this report was written, the Library received one of

the most valuable gifts of books in its long history, which
came from a friend who wishes to remain anonymous. The
collection totals about 2,500 volumes, largely in the fields of

Art, Architecture, Biography, History, and French litera-

ture. The books were quickly unpacked (amid excited

"oh's" and "ahY ' — it was like opening Christmas presents,

multiplied a thousand times) and nearly one-half of them
were placed in the Rare Book Room. Those in the field of

the Fine Arts contain many beautiful and valuable plates.

But the crowning touch is the bindings. Several hundred
volumes are bound in full leather, beautifully tooled and
inlaid by some of the world's finest binders of the past sev-

enty-five years. A few of their names are: Meunier, Morrell,

Zaehnsdorf, Lortic, Michel, Chambolle-Duru, Riviere &
Son, Taffin, Bradstreet, Ruban, Cuzin, and Gruel. At least

a year will be required to catalogue this collection and be-

gin to learn what it contains. The Rare Book Room, which
heretofore contained only a few books that are rare, assum-

ed overnight the stature of a beautiful room (which it al-

ways had been) complete with rare and beautiful books. And
something new has been added — that satisfying aroma that

comes only from rich leather mellowing with the years.

CIRCULATION
For Academic Year

1948-49 1947-48 1946-47 1945-46 1944-45

t, outside . . . 19,287 20,592 19,809 12,911 9,990

t, closed reserve . 25,670 24,818 28,835 13,066 4,293

44,957 45,410 48,644 25,977 14,283
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Receipts for Academic Year

1948-49 1947-48 1946-47 1945-46 1944-45

Appropriations, general $36,743 $36,759 $28,940 $17,168 $13,780

Student assistants . 3,628 3,787 2,986 1,475 1,419

Endowment funds . . 10,130 9,621 8,988 9,051 9,827

Gifts, etc 1,202 1,272 1,751 1,090 568

Books

Periodicals . . .

Binding ....
Increase of Library

Salaries, regular staff

Student assistants

Janitor service .

New equipment
Repairs ....
Other expenses . .

$51,703 $51,439 $42,665 $28,784 $25,594

[DITURES ]for Academic Year

$10,757 $10,503 $ 8,564 $ 5,747 $ 4,078

3,744 2,814 2,993 2,436 2,412

2,867 2,761 1,716 1,340 1,340

[17,368] [16,078] [13,273] [9,523] [7,830]

22,734 20,923 20,078 13,370 12,014

3,628 3,787 2,986 1,475 1,419

2,811 3,055 2,638 1,698 1,592

I 185 3,377 1,321 879 356

2,179 2,406 1,121 890 1,579

1,798 1,813 1,248 949 804

$51,703 $51,439 $42,665 $28,784 $25,594

ENDOWMENT FUNDS
I add a table of the Endowment Funds of the Library

in order that the various funds and their donors may be

recorded.

Name of Fund Established by Amount
Achorn Edgar O. Achorn
The annual balance from the Achorn Flag Fund.

Adams William C. Adams . . $ 2,000

John Appleton Frederick H. Appleton 10,053

Samuel H. Ayer Athenasan Society 1,020

Boardman Edith Jenney Boardman 500

Bond Elias Bond . 7,220

Bowdoin George S. Bowdoin 1,041

Philip H. Brown John C. Brown . 2,040

Chapman Memorial Frederic H. Gerrish 7,006

Class of 1875 Class of 1875 1,663

Class of 1877 "' *" Class of 1877 1,033

Class of 1882 Class of 1882 2,346

Class of 1888 Class of 1888 1,210



44 Bowdoin College

Class of 1890 Class of 1890 1,020

Class of 1901 Class of 1901 .... 727

Class of 1904 Class of 1904 .... 1,605

Cutler John L. Cutler .... 1,020

Darlington Mrs. Sibyl H. Darlington . 1,000

James Drummond Mrs. Drummond and daughter . 3,045

Henry Crosby Emery Class of 1899 2,000

Francis Fessenden John Hubbard .... 10,000

Fiske John Orr Fiske .... 1,020

Melville W. Fuller Mrs. Hugh C. Wallace 25,000

General fund Several persons .... 2,473

Gould Albert T. Gould 1,000

Hakluyt Robert Waterston 1,100

Louis C. Hatch Louis C. Hatch
$100 annually from the estate of Louis C. Hatch.

Samuel W. Hatch Miss Laura A. Hatch . 1,000

Charles T. Hawes Mrs. Hawes 2,500

Holbrook George A. Holbrook . 2,000

Hubbard Thomas H. Hubbard . . 106,268

Thomas Hubbard His sisters and brother 3,307

Lufkin Solon B. Lufkin .... 500

Robert H. Lunt Mr. and Mrs. William E. Lunt . 1,500

Frank J. Lynde George S. Lynde .... 1,487

William Curtis

Merryman Mrs. Merryman .... 1,000

Morse Edward S. Morse 1,000

Alpheus S. Packard Sale of Publications 500

William A. Packard William A. Packard 5,000

Patten John Patten .... 500

Lewis Pierce Henry Hill Pierce 32,009

Sherman Mrs. John C. Dodge 2,209

Sibley Jonathan L. Sibley 7,094

Stanwood Edward Stanwood 1,270

Walker Joseph Walker . . . 5,351

Williams His relatives and friends 500
Wood Robert W. Wood 1,000

$264,137

The personnel of the Library during the past year has

been:

Kenneth James Boyer, A.B., B.L.S., Librarian.

Edward Clement Heintz, A.B., A.B.L.S., Assistant Li-

brarian.
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John Redmond McKenna, A.B., B.L.S., Head of Readers'

Services.

Edith Ellen Lyon, Cataloguer.

Marjorie Wagg Frost, Assistant to the Librarian.

Elizabeth Boswell Smith, Assistant in the Cataloguing

Department.

Mabel Swett Ellis, Assistant in the Students' Reading

Room.

Mona Elaine Longfellow, Assistant in the Cataloguing

Department.

Caroline Sandford Godfrey, Assistant at the Reserve Desk.

In conclusion, I wish to thank all the members of the

staff and the Faculty Committee on the Library for their

support and cooperation.

Respectfully submitted,

Kenneth J. Boyer, Librarian
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APPENDIX

The Library, as Classified, Showing Accessions for the

Period from July 1, 1948 to June 30, 1949

Divisions 4-> QJ w
u

CO

d
>
•iH

O

T3

cd

Bibliography 010 96

Library economy 020 15

General encyclopaedias 030 26

General collected essays . . . 040 1

General periodicals 050 99

General societies 060 4

Newspapers 070 44

Special libraries 080

Book rarities 090 2

Philosophy 100 32

Metaphysics 110 5

Special metaphysical topics . . . 120 2

Mind and body 130 18

Philosophical systems .... 140 8

Psychology 150 33

Logic 160 4

Ethics 170 5

Ancient philosophers 180 24

Modern philosophers 190 15

Religion 200 9

Natural theology 210 1

Bible 220 4

Doctrinal theology 230 7

Practical and devotional .... 240 1

Homiletical, pastoral, parochial . 250

Church, institutions, work .... 260 6

Religious history 270 11

10 106

4 19

26

1

17 116

4

1 45

604 606

32

5

2

18

8

1 34

4

5

25

16

9

5

18

14

1

1

9

12

1

1

4

14

7

1

3

1

2,507

995

966

58

10,499

286

2,437

366

1,178

1,044

127

119

930

100

1,090

147

1,125

284

1,046

2,267

283

2,104

1,115

489

936

1,117

1,145
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Christian churches, sects .... 280 8 11 19 1,480

Non-Christian religions 290 14 3 17 614

Sociology 300 52 3 55 39 1,979

Statistics 310 12 6 18 12 1,394

Political science 320 112 36 148 7,191

Political economy 330 133 117 250 158 7,957

Law 340 74 67 141 6,090

Administration 350 24 36 60 98 4,055

Associations, institutions .... 360 15 18 33 329 1,445

Education 370 47 22 69 5,693

Commerce, communication ... 380 6 22 28 13 3,162

Customs, costumes, folk lore . . . 390 14 14 565

Philology 400 22 3 25 1,108

Comparative 410 2 2 124

English 420 16 2 18 690

German 430 11 1 12 505

French 440 15 1 16 780

Italian 450 1 3 4 76

Spanish 460 1 1 138

Latin 470 2 1 3 447

Greek 480 5 5 741

Minor languages 490 4 15 241

Natural science 500 43 38 81 4,498

Mathematics 510 64 4 68 2,133

Astronomy 520 14 7 21 9 1,714

Physics 530 44 12 56 1,844

Chemistry 540 42 10 52 188 2,512

Geology 550 8 16 24 1,905

Paleontology 560 4 5 9 145

Biology 570 33 2 35 16 1,644

Botany 580 34 11 45 2 1,014

Zoology 590 46 9 55 47 2,634

Useful Arts 600 5 1 6 18 913

Medicine 610 73 10 83 4,199 1,949

Engineering 620 31 22 53 1,649

Agriculture 630 19 9 28 1,713

Domestic economy 640 3 14 102
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Communication, commerce . . . 650 54

Chemical technology 660 4

Manufacturers 670 2

Mechanic trades 680

Building 690 3

Fine Arts 700 19

Landscape Gardening 710 1

Architecture 720 17

Sculpture 730 10

Drawing, design, decoration . . . 740 14

Painting 750 23

Engraving 760

Photography 770 6

Music 780 113

Amusements 790 39

Literature 800 46

American 810 208

English 820 154

German 830 108

French 840 276

Italian 850 17

Spanish 860 21

Latin 870 10

Greek 880 19

Minor languages 890 9

History 900 31

Geography and description ... 910 73

Biography 920 92

Ancient history 930 8

Modern history, Europe 940 143

Asia 950 16

Africa 960 1

North America 970 61

South America 980 3

Oceanic and polar regions . . . 990 2

Alumni collection

Maine collection 9

Students' Reading Room .... 1

U. S. Documents (serial set) . . .

Films 64

1 55 1 861

6 10 28 327

2 198

1 1 30

3 56

5 24 1,352

1 2 195

2 19 605

2 12 427

1 15 233

2 25 1,107

1 1 178

6 114

27 140 1,408

5 44 867

8 54 1 2,221

71 279 8,809

25 179 3 12,575

4 112 5,553

63 339 9,856

14 31 1,700

29 50 733

23 33 1 2,370

14 33 2,821

1 10 579

5 36 2,376

61 134 7,901

14 106 9 7,548

8 1,162

30 173 1 9,341

2 18 507

1 2 149

11 72 6,956

3 126

1 3 155

5 5 1,376

42 51 10,809

2 3 1,503

24 24 6,501

2 66 1,327



REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

To the President of Bowdoin College:

The Director of the Museum of Fine Arts has the honor

to submit the following report for the year ending April

30, 1950.

The Director's report of a year ago stated that we badly

needed a new catalogue of the Museum collections to re-

place the 1930 edition, of which only a few outmoded
copies remained. After the Boards voted the necessary

funds in June, the Museum staff spent the following ten

months preparing the text. The material is now in the

hands of the Anthoensen Press, of Portland, and will be

ready for distribution by the first of July.

The growth of the collections in recent years forced a

departure from the form of the previous edition. Instead

of listing every item in a complete catalogue, we designed

a handbook for the average interested visitor, with reason-

ably full notes on the more important objects in the Mu-
seum. Emphasis was consequently shifted somewhat from
the Colonial portraits to the scope and quality of the collec-

tions as a whole.

The space saved by this change permitted 'us to increase

greatly the number of illustrations, making them a major
feature. The photographs made for the Handbook by

Stephen E. Merrill, of the Class of 1935, were outstanding.

We therefore took advantage of that fact by ordering forty

sets of photographic post cards to be made from Mr. Mer-
rill's negatives. These post cards will be on sale at the in-

formation desk this summer, and will be a pleasant addi-

tion to our services to the public.

The preparation of the Handbook focussed the staff's

attention anew on the quality of the art collections at Bow-
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doin. As a result the Director wrote an article for the May
issue of the Bowdoin Alumnus pointing out some of the

reasons why Bowdoin men may be justly proud of the art

treasures owned by the College. Not only have these collec-

tions played an intimate part in the history of the College,

but they continue to grow and improve. Quite recently, for

example, an item of major importance— a marble torso

of a young man, carved in Greece during the fourth century

B. C, in the Golden Age of Greek art — was given to the

Museum as a memorial to the late Dr. Mortimer Warren,
of the Class of 1896. The statue had originally been given

to Dr. Warren by his brother, the brilliant connoisseur of

Greek Art, Edward Perry Warren. The gift will take its

place appropriately among our classical antiquities because

much of that collection was given directly to the College by
Mr. Warren. However, the primary significance of the

statue lies in its fine quality and its original source: for

though there are numerous Roman copies of Greek sculp-

ture there are few genuine Greek statues in either Europe

or America.

The Museum also received during the year the assurance

of two future bequests of considerable importance. These

are in addition to similar bequests which had been accepted

previously. In the years to come they will substantially

augment the collections. Thus we may look to the future,

as well as to the past and present, to perceive the growth

of the Museum.

During the year attention was given to practical affairs

of administration along the following lines. Under the di-

rection of the College treasurer, Mr. Roland Clark, the in-

surance program of the Museum was reviewed carefully.

Final decisions remain to be made, but the present status is

thus: in keeping with a vote of the Boards last June, a

specific list of art treasures, which are both artistically and
historically of special interest to the College, has been in-

sured for full value against all risks. At the same time the
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coverage of all items in the Museum against certain risks

has been increased. Up to date our freedom from damage
has been nearly perfect. Nevertheless, in order to avoid

tempting fortune too far, we have now protected ourselves

within reasonable limits against the main hazards.

The Museum building received, of course, the usual con-

tinuing care. Within the framework of our long-range plan

for improvements, special attention was given this year to

the redecoration of the portico, which was repaired and re-

painted during last May. At present the brick terrace,

which endures the worst weathering, needs further repairs.

On the whole, however, the exterior of the building is in a

reasonable state of preservation.

On the other hand, the interior is in excellent condition.

Sculpture Hall was the last gallery to need attention, and
its walls were painted and the murals carefully cleaned a

few months ago. Consequently every room and gallery in

the building has now been redecorated within the past five

years, overcoming finally the effects of the restricted care

that was unavoidable during the War.

Since last April the final traces of war-time curtailment

of our teaching have also faded into the past. As a matter

of fact, we now offer a wider program than at any time

previously. Along with courses in all phases of the history

and principles of the fine arts, there is now a full year

course in painting, drawing, and design. The response to

this instruction has been gratifying. In the years ahead we
intend to develop this aspect of our program in the belief

that definite benefits derive, as they do in laboratory work
in the sciences, from uniting practice with history and
theory.

In this connection it may be mentioned in passing that

though talent is probably inborn and largely self-fostered,

several of our former students have acquitted themselves

creditably at the professional level in art. The most recent

to do so is Robert Bliss who, within a year after his grad-
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uation in 1949, had a highly successful one-man exhibition

in Boston. Among the purchasers of his pictures were the

Museum of Fine Arts (at Boston) and the Director of that

Institution. Furthermore, one of his paintings has just

been selected on a nation-wide competitive basis to be one

of thirty in the Springfield (Mass.) Museum's annual pur-

chase exhibition.

Physical equipment is inseparably connected with the

teaching of the visual arts, and year after year the Director

has mentioned that he and the Curator have made so many
hundreds of slides and photographs. The same statement

may be reiterated for the current year. The reason for this

repetition is that slides and photographs are to instruc-

tion in the visual arts what books are to literature. Without
them the teaching of art in a college is difficult if not impos-

sible. This is impressed upon one by the report of any col-

league who has gone to teach art at some new or small col-

lege which has practically no equipment — and there are

many of them. For this reason we may be very glad that

over a long period of years we have assembled at the Mu-
seum excellent facilities for the teaching of art. At the

same time books on art are a necessary complement, and the

Library has been most cooperative in acquiring an excellent

collection.

During the past year, as in previous years, a special ex-

hibition has been arranged every month; these exhibitions

have usually been loan exhibitions, often of work by artists

living and working in Maine, although on a number of oc-

casions they have featured objects of the permanent collec-

tions which, due to restricted exhibition space, cannot be

always on display. In addition to the artists who have lent

their work for special exhibitions, we wish to thank owners
of works of art who have left them with us on long-term

loan, and also all those who in the past year made gifts to

the Museum's permanent collection. New works from all

these sources serve to give welcome variety to our exhibits

from year to year.
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A detailed list of activities and acquisitions follows:

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS

May 1 - May 9: Woodcuts by Diirer, Holbein the

Younger, and Cranach, lent by Lady Oakes, of Nassau,

B.W.I.

May 10 - May 31: Water colors by Nat Koffman, of New
York City.

June 1 - June 30: Drawings and etchings by Josiah T.

Tubby, of Portland, Maine.

July 1 - August 6: Oils and water colors by Merle D.

James, of Cushing, Maine, and Andrew Wyeth, of Chadd's

Ford, Pennsylvania.

August 6 - September 15: Oils and water colors by H.

Lester Cooke, of Princeton, New Jersey.

August 15 - August 30: "Ten Years," a Life magazine

photographic exhibition.

September 1 - September 30: Oils and water colors by

Audrey Soule, of Boston, Massachusetts.

October 1 - November 7: Oils and water colors by

Edythe A. Laws, of South Harpswell, Maine.

November 8 - November 30: Oil paintings and prints

by Fred Becker, Fred Conway, Werner Drewes, and William
Fett, faculty members of Washington University in St.

Louis, Missouri.

December 1 - December 24: "Sculpture Lesson," a Life

magazine photographic exhibition.

December 19 - February 1: An exhibition of originals

and reproductions illustrating the History of the Cartoon,

lent by the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Massachusetts.

February 1 - February 28: "Eighteenth-century Eng-

land," a Life magazine photographic exhibition.

March 1 - March 31: Connecticut Water-Color Society

Annual Travelling Exhibition.
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April 1 - April 30: Lithographs and etchings by Childe

Hassam (1859-1935) presented by Mrs. Hassam.

We wish to express our gratitude for the following works
which have remained on long-term loan throughout the

past year:

A portrait of Professor Chauncey Allen Goodrich, of Yale

University, by John Trumbull, lent by the Reverend
Chauncey W. Goodrich, Hon. D.D., 1915.

Four important seventeenth and eighteenth-century mas-

terpieces, including the portrait Man with a Short Sword
by Rembrandt, which through the generosity of Lady Oakes,

of Nassau, B.W.I. , have formed an outstanding feature of

our gallery displays for a number of years, have continued

on indefinite loan. We are also indebted to Lady Oakes

for the loan of a distinguished group of sixteenth-century

German woodcuts.

The Anonymous Friend of the College who over a year

ago lent us seven portraits of the Colonial period and a col-

lection of miniatures, has extended the loan throughout the

past year.

Two nineteenth-century English water colors have re-

mained on loan from Professor Morgan Cushing.

Portraits of George Washington and of Elizabeth Bow-
doin Winthrop by Gilbert Stuart have remained on indefi-

nite loan.

One of the two identical cabinet portraits of Governor

James Bowdoin (Ace. No. 24.1) which the Museum pos-

sesses, was lent to the Worcester Art Museum for an exhi-

bition of the work of Christian Gullager held there from

June 18th to September 6th. These cabinet portraits have

recently been attributed by one student of the period to

Gullager, a Colonial artist active in Boston.

We wish to thank the Addison Gallery of American Art

of Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachusetts, for the loan
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of the painting Mother Archie's Church by Andrew Wyeth
during July, 1949.

ACQUISITIONS
It is now possible to record that the chalk drawing of a

female torso by the Italian sculptor, Arturo Dazzi (Ace. No.

1948.7) which was previously announced as an anony-

mous gift, came to us through the generosity of Mr. Arthur

Wiesenberger, of New York City.

1949.8 An oil painting Sand Dunes near Cushing,

Maine by Robert Ryel Bliss, who graduated

from Bowdoin in June, 1949, was presented by

the artist.

1949.10-18 Eight oil paintings were presented by Mrs. Ar-

thur Poillon, of Princeton, New Jersey. They
are as follows: Dutch Courtyard by J. Stroebel;

Farmyard Scene in Flanders by J. Garjeanne;

Hungarian Peasant Scene by C. Koppenol; Girl

with Red Kerchief by M. Rudman; Ponte de

Quattro Gapi, Rome by J. Carabain; Country

Market, Hungary by Otto von Thoren; Sunlit

Room by H. S. Hubbell; and Stormy Twilight

by John Francis Murphy. Mrs. Poillon also

gave an etching, Pastoral Scene by John H.

Millspaugh.

1949.19 Mr. Arthur W. Merrill, of the Class of 1887, of

Southern Pines, North Carolina, presented a

length of Chinese brocade.

1949.20-21 A Louis XV desk with chair and a curio cabinet

were given by Mr. William H. Callahan, of the

Class of 1911, of Lewiston, Maine.

1950.1 A marble statue Ophelia by the nineteenth-

century Italian sculptor, Romanelli, was given

by Colonel Henry J. Furber, Hon. A.M., 1889,

of Chicago, Illinois.
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1950.2 The Boston Society of Independent Artists,

Inc., presented a lithograph North Country

Night by the Maine artist, John Muench.

1950.3 A fourth-century B.C. Greek male torso was
given by Mrs. Mortimer Warren, of Portland,

in memory of her husband, Mortimer Warren,

of the Class of 1896.

In addition, numerous color reproductions of art master-

pieces were purchased from the income of the James Phin-

ney Baxter Fund in memory of Professor Henry Johnson.

ATTENDANCE

Visitors to the Museum from May 1, 1949, through April

30, 1950, numbered 5,850. This figure does not include stu-

dents who passed through the Museum en route to classes

in art.

Respectfully submitted,

Philip C. Beam, Director






